
From: Jane Gibson [mailto:jwgc13@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2015 3:42 PM 
To: Bruce@kansascitysailing.com; bcculver@gmail.com; clay.britton@yahoo.com; eric.c.struckhoff@gmail.com; 
denney1@sunflower.com; julia.v.butler@gmail.com; pkelly@usd497.org; squampva@aol.com; 
Robert.c.sands@gmail.com; Mary Miller 
Cc: Denny Ewert 
Subject: Rezoning 15th and Learnard 
 
Dear Planning Commission and Planning Staff, 
I write to oppose the rezoning of the property at the corner of Learnard Ave. and 15th street, formerly the 
Sunrise Nursery.  

Some 50 years ago, the nursery was zoned for a non-conforming use because a neighborhood grew up around it 
before the city had a zoning code. Its nonconforming use was dissolved after the requisite period  after the 
property was put up for sale in 2013. Now we're told that the current proposal is consistent with its long use as a 
nursery because of the agricultural emphasis. But this emphasis arises from prospective tenants to whom the 
owner will have no legal obligation, not from the owner's proposal to rezone the property for industrial use.  

This proposal to place a factory in a residential neighborhood should be rejected on its face. Any other decision 
renders the zoning code a meaningless document. And rezoning to limited industrial puts the neighborhood at 
risk of future incompatible uses, just as the factory is an incompatible use in the current proposal. 

The recommendation of the Planning Staff is based on a definition of the problem to be solved that leads to a 
solution inconsistent with the purpose of zoning: to proscribe incompatible uses within zoned areas. The 
problem has been defined as an improperly zoned property in a residential neighborhood. The solution 
recommended from this starting point is therefore to change the zoning to limited industrial zoning.  
 
The real problem is that we have a property in a residential neighborhood with a new owner who wants to put a 
factory on it. Following the zoning code, the answer to this problem should simply be no.  

For all the talk about the historic value of the building, restoration of green houses, and commercial and 
educational uses related to agriculture, nothing obligates the owner to lease his property to any of these 
prospective tenants. The proposal aims to put a factory in a neighborhood. To protect the neighborhood, I urge 
the Planning Commission to reject the proposal and secure the property's most appropriate use now and in the 
future with residential zoning. 

Respectfully yours, 
Jane Gibson 
 
 
--  
Jane W. Gibson 
Associate Professor 
Department of Anthropology 
630 Fraser Hall 
University of Kansas   
Lawrence, Kansas 66045 
785-864-2635 
jwgc@ku.edu 
 

 





From: Kelly Jones
To: Mary Miller
Cc: kellyjones@ku.edu; willnagengast@gmail.com; Pat Kehde; laurelb@gmail.com; cjjhop@att.net; Holly Krebs
Subject: Re: staff report and materials for Sunrise Garden Rezoning
Date: Friday, October 16, 2015 10:11:55 AM

Thank you, Mary, for forwarding the staff report. 

I own property that abuts the former Sunrise Garden Center, 415 E 15th.  My family & I have
 reviewed the attached document & support the proposed project, which focuses on 1) small
 scale growth & production of primarily local food & 2) health & environmental education.
 We therefore support the rezoning as its stated in your report. 

If the proposed project is not successful, we ask that City be sensitive to approving future uses
 that are equally reflective of the character & culture of the Barker & East Lawrence
 neighborhoods.   

Best. -Kelly Jones

On Oct 16, 2015, at 8:13 AM, Mary Miller <mmiller@lawrenceks.org> wrote:

Hello,
The staff report for the Sunrise Garden rezoning is available on the Planning website
 www.lawrenceks.org/pds  I’ve also attached a copy for your convenience.
 

This item will be considered by the Planning Commission at their October 19th meeting.

 The meeting begins at 6:30 PM in the Commission Room, City Hall (6 East 6th Street).
 This is the first item on the agenda.  This is a public hearing item.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Mary
 
 
Mary K Miller, AICP, City/County Planner- mmiller@lawrenceks.org
Planning Division | www.lawrenceks.org/pds
P.O. Box 708, Lawrence,KS 66044
Office (785) 832-3147 | Fax (785) 832-3160
 
 
"Your opinion counts!  Customer feedback helps us serve you better.  Please tell us how
 we’re doing by completing this short online Customer Satisfaction Survey:
 http://lawrenceks.org/pds/survey/satisfaction."
 

<pl_z-15-00427_sr.pdf>
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From: Matthew Stephens
To: Mary Miller
Subject: rezoning request for 1501 Learnard Ave
Date: Monday, October 19, 2015 9:00:08 AM

Hello Mary,

I wanted to voice my support for the rezoning of the old sunrise garden center at 1501
 Learnard Ave.  I live 3 houses south at 1536 Learnard and I have zero concerns about the
 plans for the site that the Millsteins are proposing.  I think that preserving the greenhouses
 and bringing together local businesses will turn that property into a wonderful resource for
 both the neighborhood and the city.  As a resident who lives next to this property, I hope that
 the planning commission will approve this rezoning request.

Thank you,

Matthew Stephens

mailto:mstephens730@gmail.com
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From: John Thompson
To: Mary Miller
Subject: Sunrise Project
Date: Friday, October 16, 2015 2:32:56 PM

Hi Mary!
I just want to send you a quick note stating our support for the Sunrise Project in our neighborhood.
We look forward to the activity at that site, and are glad to have small business and community
activities represented so near to our home. We believe that the project will have a positive impact on our area and
 the entire community,
and are excited to see it up and running and to be involved in the project.
Yours,
John and Corrie Thompson
1607 Learnard Ave.
Lawrence, Ks 66044

mailto:cojothom@yahoo.com
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From: Dan Phelps
To: Mary Miller
Subject: Support for Sunrise Garden Project
Date: Monday, October 19, 2015 9:09:54 AM

To whom it may concern-
It'd like to voice my greatest enthusiasm and support for the Sunrise Garden Project, as well as
 Central Soy Foods, and their plan to operate and educate on the former grounds of the Sunrise
 Garden Center. 
What an amazing opportunity for the Lawrence community! What an incredible resource right
 in the heart of Lawrence!
I have spent many years of involvement with the local food movement and healthy food
 initiatives here in Lawrence. I was involved with the Community Mercantile Education
 Foundation's school garden project, I have operated my own farm, selling at the Lawrence
 Farmers Market, CSA, the Merc, and area restaurants, and I have work with the Kansas Rural
 Center to make systematic change in the Kansas food system. 
From my perspective this initiative is a necessary progression in Lawrence's efforts to create a
 thriving local food economy and address issues such as food security, environmental literacy,
 and social justice.
Thank you.
Dan Phelps.
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