City of Lawrence
Douglas County

L] ] 1] PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

LAWRENCE SIGN CODE BOARD OF APPEALS AGENDA
JANUARY 5, 2012 — 6:30 P.M., CITY COMMISSION MEETING ROOM, FIRST FLOOR OF
CITY HALL, SIXTH AND MASSACHUSETTS STREET, LAWRENCE, KANSAS

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

TAKE ROLL CALL TO DETERMINE IF THERE IS A QUORUM OF MEMBERS PRESENT
ITEM NO. 1: MINUTES

Consider approval of the minutes from the November 3, 2011 meeting.

ITEM NO. 2: COMMUNICATIONS

Acknowledge any communications to come before the Board.

Board member disclosure of any ex parte contacts and/or abstentions from the discussion and
vote on any agenda item under consideration.

Announce any agenda items that will be deferred.
ITEM NO. 3: 4340 WEST 6™ STREET; DOUGLAS COUNTY BANK

Receive staff memo regarding a request to reconsider the variance request from
Douglas County Bank, 4340 West 6" Street, to allow additional graphics on an existing
monument sign. [Originally considered at the November 3, 2011 meeting.]

SV-9-4-11: A request for a variance from the provisions of Chapter 5, Article 18 (Signs), in the
Code of the City of Lawrence, Kansas, 2011 edition. The variance is from the provisions of Section
5-1840.3(B) in the Sign Code which restricts the surface area of a monument sign in a Single-
Dwelling Residential-Office District (RSO) to no greater than 16 square feet. The bank was granted
a variance by the Sign Code Board on May 6, 2004, to have an expanded sign surface area of 24
square feet. Now, the applicant is seeking a variance to allow an additional 9 square feet of sign
area at the base of the existing monument sign. This signage is already installed and the work was
done without permits from the City. The sign is near West 6" Street at the Douglas County Bank
facility at 4340 W. 6™ Street. Submitted by Luminous Neon, Inc. for Douglas County Bank, owner
of record.

ITEM NO. 4: MISCELLANEOUS
a) Consider any other business to come before the Board.

ADJOURN
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SIGN CODE BOARD OF APPEALS
Meeting Minutes of November 3, 2011 — 6:30 p.m.

Members present: Perez, Edie, Lowe, Mahoney, Christie, Holley
Staff present: Guntert, Walthall, Parker

ITEM NO. 1: MINUTES
Motioned by Mahoney, seconded by Christie, to approve the August 4, 2011 Sign Code Board of
Appeals minutes.

Motion carried unanimously, 6-0

ITEM NO. 2: COMMUNICATIONS
There were no communications before the Board.

No Board member disclosure of ex parte contacts or abstentions from the discussion and vote
on agenda items.

There were no agenda items deferred.
ITEM NO. 3: 4340 WEST 6™ STREET; DOUGLAS COUNTY BANK

SV-9-4-11: A request for a variance from the provisions of Chapter 5, Article 18 (Signs), in the
Code of the City of Lawrence, Kansas, 2011 edition. The variance is from the provisions of Section
5-1840.3(B) in the Sign Code which restricts the surface area of a monument sign in a Single-
Dwelling Residential-Office District (RSO) to no greater than 16 square feet. The bank was granted
a variance by the Sign Code Board on May 6, 2004, to have an expanded sign surface area of 24
square feet. Now, the applicant is seeking a variance to allow an additional 9 square feet of sign
area at the base of the existing monument sign. This signage is already installed and the work was
done without permits from the City. The sign is near West 6™ Street at the Douglas County Bank
facility at 4340 W. 6" Street. Submitted by Luminous Neon, Inc. for Douglas County Bank, owner
of record.

STAFF PRESENTATION
Mr. Walthall presented the item.

Lowe asked Mr. Walthall if the original variance request had increased the sign by fifty percent.

Mr. Walthall stated the sign was increased by fifty percent and the total sign structure was now
eight feet tall.

Lowe asked if the applicant had previously requested a variance for sign height and size.

Mr. Walthall stated the previous variance request was for sign height and size and the variance
had been granted.

Mahoney asked Staff if there had been a previous variance request to add words to the base of
a sign.

Mr. Walthall said there had been various situations where a variance was needed to add
graphics to the base of a sign.
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Christie asked if a variance was always needed to add lettering to the base of a sign.

Mr. Walthall said a base was a device to increase the sign graphics to make it more visible to
traffic. He said if the sign graphic area was below the threshold then lettering could be added
to the base and it would be in compliance.

Mahoney asked if the base could be added to the total size of the sign. He said the question
was not if lettering was on the base.

Christie asked Staff what the practice was in the past if a sign did not meet code but was
installed.

Mr. Walthall said there had been instances where an applicant applied for a permit and a sign
had been installed prior to the permit request. He said there had been instances where a sign
had to be reconfigured.

Lowe asked Staff if there had been an instance like this in the past.
Mr. Walthall said he did not recall an instance like this in the past.
Lowe recalled an instance where a sign had not been made with the proper material.

Mr. Walthall said there had been a situation where the sign was made of improper material but
it had not been installed.

APPLICANT PRESENTATION
The applicant was not present.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.

ACTION TAKEN
Motioned by Christie, seconded by Edie, to close the public comment regarding 4340 West 6™
Street.

Motion carried unanimously, 6-0

BOARD DISCUSSION

Mahoney said he did not see what would equate to a hardship as all of the conditions had not
been met. He said the sign looked more like an advertisement rather than stating what the
business was.

Edie said there was nothing presented that would make the conditions apply.
Mahoney said if the sign variance was approved it would set a precedent.
ACTION TAKEN

Motioned by Mahoney, seconded by Christie, to deny the sign variance located at 4340 West 6™
Street, based on Staff's recommendation and Board discussion.

Motion carried unanimously, 6-0
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ITEM NO. 4. MISCELLANEOUS

Mr. Walthall said there was a follow up from the Bob Billings Parkway and Wakarusa Drive sign
variance. He said the signs were pre-existing and were in compliance. Mr. Walthall stated there
was an agreement between the City of Lawrence and Kansas University. He said the approval
was made in concurrence with staff recommendations for all of the signs to be brought up to
current code.

Mr. Guntert stated the Board of Zoning Appeals had one empty position and he would prefer
scheduling a training session after the first of the year.

ACTION TAKEN
Motioned by Edie, seconded by Mahoney, to adjourn the Sign Code Board of Appeals meeting.

Motion carried unanimously, 6-0

ADJOURN — 7:00 p.m.
Official minutes are on file in the Planning Department office.



Memorandum
City of Lawrence
Planning & Development Services

TO: Sign Code Board of Appeals

FROM: Barry Walthall, Building Codes Manager

C: Scott McCullough, Planning & Development Services Director
Date: December 27, 2011
RE: Request to Reconsider SV-9-4-11

Staff requests that the Board reconsider the variance request for Douglas County Bank,
4340 West 6™ Street to allow additional graphics on an existing monument sign. The
reason for this request is to rectify a miscommunication that resulted in the applicant
not being in attendance and able to speak in support of the variance at the original
hearing on November 3, 2011.

Staff believed that the applicant had been informed of the meeting date and time when
the variance application was received, but discovered this wasn't the case after the
hearing. To avoid future incidents applicants will be contacted one week in advance to
confirm the meeting date and time and to ensure the applicant has access to the
meeting agenda and staff report. Staff apologizes to the applicant and the Board for the
poor communication and inconvenience.



Date:

RSO

06-16-2011 Zoning Classification:

Name of Business: Douglas County Bank

Address: 4340 W 6" St.. Lawrence KS 66049 : © Disposition.

§250.00 Non—Rej‘imdable Iree Reguired with application — Date Paid:(9/27/11

APPLICATION FOR A SIGN VARIANCE
(Chapter V, Section 1847, of the Code of the City of Lawrence, Kansas)

Variance Request: Allow additional wording to existing sign approved by Variance Committee May 6, 2004,
Bank would like to add “Community Loan Center”. This portion of sign will not be illuminated.

City Code (Municipal Law) States:

Note: The Lawrence Sign Code Board of Appeals may hear and auathorize in specific cases a variance from
the sign regulations of the City of Lawrence (Chapter V, Article 18). Any such variance shall be authorized
ONLY upon an affirmative vote of majority of board members present. Any applicant for a variance must
respond to the following circamstances, EACH of which must be found by the Sign Code Board of Appeals

to apply prior to granting any variance:

A,

Note:

The variance request arises from conditions which are unique to the location in question and
which are not ordinarily found in the same district zone, and are not created by an action of the
property owner or applicant. There is no signage indicating institution has lendmg capability at this
location. This verbiage allows passing traffic to reafize the Bank’s services.

The granting of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious
to property or improvements in suchk zoning districts or neighborhood in which property is
located. The existing sign size is sufficient. It does not block any view for motorists. The current
sign has been in place for the past seven years and we have not received any complaints regarding the
sign or its wording.

The strict application of the requirements of this article would result in practical difficulties or
unnecessary hardships inconsistent with the general purpose and intent of this article.

Douglas County Bank moved its residential and consumer lending ability to this location
approx:mately eight years ago. This is the only DCB branch that has lending staff other than at

9" and Kentucky It is very important in today’s competitive environment that consumers realize
the full-service staff at this location. It will also save significant time for consumers not having to
drive downtown for lending needs. This additional wording sends a message to consumers that this
location is a true full-service, neighborhood bank.

Applicant must provide a picture or drawing (to sca!e) of the propoesed sign. Location of ground
signs {pole-surface mounted) will need location i ated n the sybmitted site plan.

@U? S UW’ A
“ BAEC00

Appl.i;f::ant Signature

Signature of Property Owner (if other than applicant)

78~ 2LS- 103

Phone number (day)
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Building Safety Division
1 Riverfront Plaza, Suite 110

\Y City of Lawrence 5t

Lawrence, KS 66044

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES Phone: (785) 832-7700
Fax: (785) 832-3110

R T1]
www.lawrenceks.org
buildinginspections@ci.lawrence. ks. us

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION***

Date: 9-20-11
1. Type of sign:[_] Construct new sign 2.X] Permanent
-OR- -0OR-
Rework or replace existing sign [] Temporary from: to

3. Business Name:Douglas County Bank
4. Business Address:4340 W. 6™ Street 5. Zoning of BusinessRSO
6. Sign to be: a.[X] Ground Sign

b.[ ] Wall Sign

¢. [X] Other: Graphics on base of existing sign

d. [X] Non-Illuminated/[ | Illuminated (method)

7. Sign to be constructed of:vinyl

8. Sign Arca (square feet): 4 ft.

9. Wall Area (square feet, wall signs only):___
10. Set Back from Property Line:_

11. Estimated Value:

#**Required Attachments: 12. An overhead site plan
13. A drawing or photograph detail showing sign dimensions
14. An elevation drawing or photo showing sign placement
Please attach these and any other relevant documentation. Fax or email completed application and
accompanying plans to the City of Lawrence Development Services Division, (785) 832-3110 or
buildinginspections(@ci.lawrence.ks.us.

15. Sign Contractor:Luminous Neon, Inc. If electrical work is included on this permit:
16. Sign Contractor License #:08898 19. Electrical Contractor:_____

17. Applicant Name:Tammy Moody 20. Electrical Contractor License #:______
18. Phone Number:785—842~4930/{ Qﬁ 21. Phone Number:______

22, Applicant Signature: - 74/

For Staff Use:

Approved By: Permit Number:_{{-nn2 002 7Y

N T
Date: Paid: Payment received by:
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Pate: 26 March 2004 Zoning Classificarion: RO-1

Nume of Business: Bouglas County Bank

Aeddresy: Dispositivm: _A.‘QFEEV&( - S-b-04

J50.00 Non-Refundable Foe Requived with application Date Paid:

APPLICATION FOR A SIGN VA CE T AT
(Chapter V. Section 745, of the Code of thg City o tence, Kansas) | 4

. [P S
Variance Request: Allow installation of a groung-mcunted sign, i1Tuminated, a
indicated on attached drawing Iz , i
i l‘!
4
City Code (Municipal Law) States: R !

e

Note; The Lawrence Sign Code Board of Appeals may hear and authorize in specific cases a variance from
the sign regulations of the City of Lawrence (Chapter V, Article 7). Apy such variance shall be authorized
ONLY upon an affirmative vote of majority of board members present. Any applicant for a variance must
respond to the following circumstances, EACH of which must be feund by the Sign Code Board of Appeals

tv apply prior to granting any variance:

A The variance request arises from conditions which are unique to the Iocation in yuestion and
which are net ordinarily found in the same district 2one, and are not created by #n action of the
property owner or applicant. The allowable sign size is too small to be seen by
the traffic travelling at speeds of 45 miles per hour on 6th Street. The
majority of businesses on 6th Street currently display signs larger than
the prescribed limitations for this site.

B. The granting of the variance will not be materially detrimental o the public welfare or injurious
(o property or improvements in such zoning districts or neighborhond in which property is
locate The sign will not block any views far motorists, and will be
attr;%ﬁve and well maintained. This sicn tvpe and size are consistent with
most other business locations of this tyre - and will more closely match
the Douglas County Bank$ other locations.

C. The strict application of the requirements of this article would result in practical difficulties or
unnecessary hardships inconsistent with the general purpose and intent of this article.
The small size requirement is not appropriate for a street frontage
such as 6th Street due to high traffic volumes and speed of travel.
A visible and readable sign will aid in motorist way~finding,

Nute:  Applicant must provide a picture or drawing {fo scale) of the proposed sign. Locativn of ground
signs (pole-surface mounted) will need location ir‘dicaled on the sybmitted site Elan.\l\ L
Y AL OJMTY A \\

Applicgnt Signature

Signature of Property Owner til other than applicant}
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CITY OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS
CODES ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
1 RIVERFRONT PLAZA
LOWER LEVEL SUITE 110
LAWRENCE, KS 66044

Application Number . . . . . 0100654 Date 5/12/04
Property Address . . ., . . . 6TH ST

Pin n 8 . . - ¢« & e e o =

Parcel Number L. . . 27-0-30-01-009.02-0

Application description . . . SIGN PERMIT

Application valuation . . . . 2000

Property owner . . . . . . . DOUGLAS COUNTY BANK

Contracter . + +« - « - « . - LUMINOUS NEON, INC.

Permit . .. . . . . SIGN PERMIT

Additional desc . .

Permit Fee . . . . 35, )

Issue Date . . . . 5/12/04 Valuation . . . . 0

Fee summary Charged Credited Due
Permit Fee Total 35.00 .00 .00 35,00
Grand Total 35,00 .00 .00 35.00

Sl au s ca w  s w ge g me e e e e

Building inspections must be scheduled before 4pm the day prior to tha inspection.

inspections may be scheduled by calling (785) 832-7700, online at www.lawrenceneighres.org,
email at buildinginspections®@ci.lawrence.ks.us, or by fax (785) 832-3110.

BPPERMIT




Memorandum
City of Lawrence
Planning & Development Services

TO: Sign Code Board of Appeals

FROM: Barry Walthall, Building Codes Administrator

C: Scott McCullough, Planning Director
Date: October 21, 2011

RE: 4340 W 6" St sign variance request
PROJECT SUMMARY

The request is to increase the allowable sign area for the monument sign approved by
variance on May 6, 2004 by an additional nine square feet. The sign structure will not
change but additional graphics are proposed for the base of the sign that was originally
blank space. Minutes for the May 6, 2004 Sign Code Board of Appeals meeting are
attached.

:'wa;;‘-._\‘uuq-m; vt
froc) i) Y 5

GENERAL INFORMATION
Zoning Designation: RSO (Single-Dwelling Residential-Office)

Sign Type: Monument sign



History: On May 6, 2004 the Sign Code Board of Appeals approved a variance for
Douglas County Bank to construct a sign larger than ordinarily allowed in the RSO
district (minutes attached). The variance authorized the sign area to be increased to 24
square feet (from 16 square feet), and the sign structure to be a total of 8 feet 5 inches
in height, including a two foot base.

Sometime after the sign was approved it was altered without further authorization
through the variance process or a sign permit. The physical dimensions of the sign
structure remain as originally approved, but graphics have been applied to the base
which adds nine square feet to the sign area.

Community
Loan Cenfer -~
=]



Sign base: The sign code allows for a monument sign in a RSO district to be
constructed with or without a “base”. The height of the sign is permitted to be
increased by up to four feet if a base is incorporated. The purpose of a sign base is to
improve the sign’s aesthetics by concealing the support structure, creating delineation
for the sign graphics, and improving the sign’s functionality by increasing height and
improving visibility for vehicular traffic. The sign base is intended to be free of graphics.

Sign Code References:
5-1840.3 Business Signs Unilluminated, in residential districts, shall be permitted subject to
the following conditions:

(B) In Single-Dwelling Residential-Office (RSO), Multi-Dwelling Residential-Office (RMO),
Commercial Office (CO), and Planned Office District (POD) districts, one (1) wall sign up
to ten (10) square feet of surface area per building shall be permitted. In Single-Dwelling
Residential-Office (RSO), Multi-Dwelling Residential-Office (RMO), Commercial Office
(C0O), and Planned Office District (POD) districts, one (1) monument sign may be
installed for a tract of property which has a size of one (1) acre or larger. The monument
sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in sign surface area and four (4) feet in
height. The base of the monument sign, the dimensions of which shall be excluded from
the limitations on the sign surface area, may have a height not exceeding four (4) feet. If
a monument sign exists for a tract of property in a Single-Dwelling Residential-Office
(RSO), Multi-Dwelling Residential-Office (RMO), Commercial Office (CO), or Planned
Office District (POD) zoned district, any wall sign shall be no greater than two (2) square
feet of surface area per building.

CODE ANALYSIS

5-1840.3 Sign Code Requires Proposed Installation
Area of The minimum lot size to qualify for a o 1.424 Acres — Complies
property monument sign in the RSO district is one
acre.
Sign area The maximum area for a monument sign
in the RSO district is 16 square feet. e O additional sq. ft. for total
e Allowable area increased to 24 sq. sign area of 33 sq. ft.
ft. with variance approved on
5/6/04
Sign height The maximum height is 4 feet for the e Total height to remain at
sign, and 4 feet for a sign base if 8.5 ft, base height of 2 ft.
applicable. eliminated and converted to
e Total sign height increased to 8.5 sign height. Sign height
ft. with variance approved on increased from 6.5 to 8.5
5/6/04, including 2 ft. base and ft.
6.5 ft. sign
lllumination Business signs in residential districts are e No illumination is proposed
not permitted to be illuminated. - Complies

CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL OF VARIANCE
Per Section 5-1847(B), the Board may grant variances from the construction and district
regulations upon the determination that all of the following findings have been fully met:

1. At the time a variance is granted by the Board, the Board shall find that the
variance request arises from conditions which are unique to the location in
guestion and which are not ordinarily found in the same district zone; and the

3




unique conditions are not created by an action or actions of the property owner
or applicant; and

At the time a variance is granted by the Board, the Board shall find that the
granting of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare,
including the visual appearance of the area, or injurious to property or
improvements in such zoning districts or neighborhood in which the property is
located; and

At the time a variance is granted by the Board, the Board shall find that the strict
application of the requirements of Article 18, Chapter 5, of the City Code would
result in practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships inconsistent with the
general purpose and intent of this Article. Such practical difficulties or
unnecessary hardships may include compliance with amended provisions of this
Article that were not in effect at the time a predecessor sign was installed.

STAFF ANALYSIS
Staff's opinion is that the criteria for variance are not fully satisfied:

The applicant has not demonstrated that practical difficulties or unnecessary
hardships exist. The sign was altered from the approved design with no
consideration given to changing the sign graphics to comply with the scope of
the original variance approval.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends denial of the variance to allow additional sign area to the existing
monument sign.



LAWRENCE SIGN CODE BOARD OF APPEALS

MINUTES

MAY 6, 2004 - COMMENCING AT 6:35 P.M. PRIOR TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
MEETING, CITY COMMISSION MEETING ROOM, FIRST FLOOR, CITY
HALL, SIXTH AND MASSACHUSETTS STREET, LAWRENCE, KANSAS

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Goans, Mr. Santee, Mr. Hicks, Mr. Fizell, Mr. Herndon and Mr. Lane
STAFF PRESENT: Mr. Walthall and Ms. Saker

ITEM NO. 1: MINUTES

One typographical change was requested to the minutes of the April 1, 2004 meeting.

Motioned by Mr. Fizell, seconded by Mr. Hicks to approve the minutes of the April 2004 meeting as
revised.
Motion carried unanimously 6-0.

ITEM NO. 2: COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were noted:
. Revised agenda changing name of the company representing the applicant in Item 3
from Luminous Neon to Star Signs.

No Items were requested for deferral and no abstentions were indicated.
Swearing in of witnesses
ITEM NO. 3: LMH SOUTH DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING; 3500 CLINTON PLACE

SV-04-04-04: Arequest for a variance from the provisions of Chapter 5, Article 7 (Signs), of the Code
of the City of Lawrence, Kansas, 2003. The request is to allow an additional non-illuminated wall sign
on the north wall of a building located at 3500 Clinton Place, which has more than the allowed wall
signage permitted by City Code. Section 5-738.3 in the Sign Code establishes the rules for wall signs in
an RO (Residence-Office) District. Said code provision allows one wall sign with an area not to exceed
10 square feet. The proposed sign will read “A Service of Lawrence Memorial Hospital” and have an
area of 10 sq. ft. Submitted by Michael Schmidt with Star Signs & Graphics, Inc. for Gene Meyer,
Administrator, Lawrence Memorial Hospital.

STAFF PRESENTATION

Mr. Walthall introduced the Item, explaining the applicant’s request for an additional wall sign on the
north elevation. The wording of the proposed sign (“A Service of Lawrence Memaorial Hospital”) had at
one time been part of the existing signage, but had been replaced with alternate wording (“Diagnostic
Imaging”) in 1994 when the City Commission approved a number of variances for the property.

The applicant now asked for a variance to allow addition of the original “A Service of...” wording to the
existing sign, keeping the “Diagnostic Imaging” and the LMH South logo sign.

The subject property currently had a monument sign, so Code allowed a wall sign of 2 square feet in
size. The proposed additional signage would add 10 square feet in area to the existing signage that
was already significantly larger than the allowable 2 square feet (allowed through the 1994 variances)
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Mr. Walthall responded to questioning that he understood the applicant had indicated an intent when
the “A Service of...” signage was removed that they would want this wording replaced at some time in
the future. It was communicated to the applicant at that time that a new variance would be needed to
make this addition.

APPLICANT PRESENTATION

Mike Schmidt, Star Signs & Graphics, said the proposed sign was in place for about 4 years before
being removed to accommodate placement — per the 1994 variance — of the “Diagnostic Imaging” sign.
The applicant felt the “Service of...” wording was needed to communicate to the public that this was a
division of the primary hospital and did not provide the full range of hospital services.

It was noted that original schematic showed lighting as part of the proposed signage. Mr. Schmidt said
lighting was not part of the current application.

Concern was expressed that, if this variance were granted, other hospital satellite locations would come
forward requesting similar signage. Mr. Schmidt responded that he did not think that was intended but
he could not say “for sure”.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Barb King, director Lawrence Memorial Hospital (LMH) South, repeated the proposed sign was needed
to let the public know this was not the “real hospital” or an emergency room. The entire building was
dedicated to outpatient services, but it was not uncommon for individual to mistake the facility for an
emergency services location.

It was suggested that alternate wording, such as “Outpatient Services Only”, would better convey the
applicant’s desired meaning. Ms. King explained one department in the building was specifically named
Outpatient Services, and the applicant did not want to create the image that this was the only service
available in the building. She added that the proposed wording was commonly used in other cites for
similar intent.

BOARD DISCUSSION
It was questioned whether the number of people confusing this location with a full-fledged hospital had
increased since the original “Service of...” language was removed.

The issue was discussed in relation to traffic, discussing whether the speed of traffic at this node made
additional signage suitable and if the additional wording would clarify or clutter the existing signage on
the northern elevation.

It was noted that the subject area had a significant amount of landscaping, which would “hide” the
northern elevation. It was then discussed if this would suitably reduce the impact of additional signage
or make such signage somewhat superfluous.

Some members stated an inclination to allow the sign on the basis that this was a valuable service
provided at a busy intersection and it was not a “frivolous” request to clarify these services for the
benefit of the public.

Others, while agreeing this was a valuable service and the request was not unreasonable, were
concerned that approval would set a precedent for future businesses in the area, as well as the other
satellite hospital locations all around the city. There was additional concern about adding to the
signage clutter of the surrounding area.
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ACTION TAKEN

Motioned by Mr. Santee, seconded by Mr. Lane to approve the variance as requested for additional wall
signage on the northern elevation at 3500 Clinton Place.

Motion failed to carry, 3-3, with Mr. Santee, Mr. Lane and Mr. Herndon voting in favor and Mr.
Fizell, Mr. Goans and Mr. Hicks voting in opposition.
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ITEM NO. 4: DOUGLAS COUNTY BANK; NE CORNER W. 6™ STREET & FOLKS ROAD

SV-04-05-04: Arequest for a variance from the provisions of Chapter 5, Article 7 (Signs), of the Code
of the City of Lawrence, Kansas, 2003. The request is to allow a ground mounted monument sign with
24 sq. ft. of surface area and a height of 8 ¥4’ to be placed along the property frontage along W. 6"
Street. Section 5-738.3(B) of the Code allows one monument sign to be placed on a property with a
minimum area of 1 acre, restricts the surface area to no greater than 16 sq. ft., and a height not to
exceed 4 feet. Submitted by Luminous Neon, Inc. for Douglas County Bank, owner of record.

STAFF PRESENTATION

Mr. Walthall introduced the Item, a request for a ground monument sign that exceeds the maximum
allowable area and height. The Code allows a monument sign 16 square feet in area and 4 feet in
height and the applicant requests a sign measuring 24 square feet in area and 8.5 feet high.

Mr. Walthall explained the applicant’s original request was for sign 12 feet in height, based on the sign
sizes allowed in the nearby commercially zoned areas, although the subject area was zoned RO-1B. He
described the various zoning districts surrounding the subject area and the types of signage allowed in
each.

Examples of signs in the area similar to the one requested were noted at Dillon’s, Hy-Vee and
Applebee’s.

It was suggested that the City had intentionally used varied zoning, including even A (Agricultural), in
this area to control development along 6™ Street, attempting to hold the density and intensity of 6™
Street to a specific. While this intent more directly impacted building types and uses, signage was
indirectly affected as well.

APPLICANT PRESENTATION

Jane Heismann, Gould Evans, spoke on behalf of the applicant. Ms. Heismann presented a map
showing the various zonings in the vicinity to explain why they applicant felt the proposed sign was
suited to the area. She also noted the location of the subject property next to a street with high
volumes and speeds of traffic.

It was noted that the original submission had involved a significantly larger sign, similar to those seen
at other Douglas County Bank locations. This proposal had been scaled back per discussion with Mr.
Walthall. Ms. Heismann pointed out that other banks in the area had been permitted larger signs as
part of a Planned Commercial Development (PCD).

Ms. Heismann agreed it was possible the City had attempted to control development along 6™ Street
with varied zoning, but she still believed this size of signage was appropriate in an area with this
amount and type of traffic.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Pat Slaybaugh, Executive Vice-President of Douglas County Bank, explained the bank’s need for
signage, saying several individuals had mistakenly entered the bank when looking for other facilities
(the adjacent church or other area banks). The amount of signage allowed by Code was, in her
opinion, not sufficient along this trafficway.

Ted Haggard, President of Douglas County Bank, said the bank had made an effort to create an
aesthetically pleasing structure, and that the proposed signage would be consistent with this image
while providing adequate visibility.
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Mr. Haggard noted the subject area was situated on the corner of two major streets, saying the original
intent had been for a diagonally-placed sign to front both 6th Street and Folks Road. This concept had
been abandoned in favor of a sign that only faced 6" Street.

It was verified that no lighting was intended for the proposed sign.

It was noted that two directional ground signs were already in place as permitted, and the only “sign”
on any building elevation was a discreet carving of the bank’s logo into the stone of the wall face.

BOARD DISCUSSION

It was suggested that the City’s intent for a less commercially-developed area along this leg of 6™
Street had evolved into a different development concept and that the Board should consider their
history of granting variances in this area. It was countered that the City continued to pursue their
original vision of 6" Street, evidenced by the effort to develop nodal plans and restrict strip commercial
development.

It was discussed that this request involved a sign less than %2 the size of signs held by other banks in
the area, although it was noted that these other banks were included in PCD’s.

It was established that the restriction of one monument sign was related to the business, not the street
frontage, so the applicant could not place another monument sign on Folks Road without being
approved for another variance. This was true even for properties within PCD’s.

If the property were zoned commercially, it would be allowed a monument sign 12 feet high and 60
square feet in area.

It was noted that the transportation Master Plan indicated 6" Street would be widened in the future.

ACTION TAKEN

Motioned by Mr. Fizell, seconded by Mr. Goans to approve the variance to allow placement of a ground
monument sign measuring 8% feet in height and 24 square feet in surface area, subject to the
following condition:

1. The sign permitted by this variance shall be the only monument sign permitted on the subject
property.

DICUSSION ON THE MOTION

Chairman Herndon said he did not disagree with the spirit of the motion, but noted any additional
monument sign would require the property owner to return before the Board for a new variance. He
was concerned adding the proposed condition would unnecessarily restrict future considerations.

Mr. Fizell replied that the condition was meant to communicate to this Board'’s intent to future Boards in
the event such a request was made.

ACTIONS TAKEN
Motion on the floor was to approve the variance to allow placement of a ground monument sign
measuring 8%z feet in height and 24 square feet in surface area, subject to the following condition:

1. The sign permitted by this variance shall be the only monument sign permitted on the subject
property.

Motion failed to carry, 3-3, with Mr. Fizell, Mr. Goans and Mr. Hicks voting in favor and Mr. Herndon,
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Mr. Santee and Mr. Lane voting in opposition.

Motioned by Mr. Santee, seconded by Mr. Herndon to approve the variance as requested and with no
conditions.

DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION

It was discussed that the new motion was intended to support the variance without additional
complications of the previously-proposed condition. It was suggested that the circumstances behind a
future variance request were beyond the vision of the current Board, and interfering with a future
decisions in this manner was inappropriate.

It was stated that this Board had a history of granting variances “incrementally”, allowing ultimately
undesirable elements through piecemeal acceptance. It was with this in mind that the condition had
been proposed - to communicate for future considerations that this particular element 9additional
monument signs) was not intended. It was understood that this would not preclude the applicant from

making such a request in the future, or future Boards from overturning the condition with future
actions.

ACTION TAKEN
Motion on the floor was to approve the variance as requested and with no conditions.

Motion carried 4-2, with Mr. Santee, Mr. Herndon, Mr. Lane and Mr. Hicks voting in favor and
Mr. Fizell and Mr. Goans voting in opposition.

ITEM NO. 5: MISCELLANEOUS

There was no other business to come before the Board.

ADJOURN - 7:30 p.m.

Official minutes are on file in the Planning Department Office.



May 24, 2004

Luminous Neon, Inc.
Attn: Kip Slattery
615 Vermont Street
Lawrence, KS 66044

RE: SV-04-05-04; Ground Mounted Monument Sign for Douglas County
Bank at 4340 West 6 Street

Dear Mr. Slattery:

The Lawrence Sign Code Board of Appeals at their meeting on Thursday, May 6, 2004,
voted 4-2 to approve your request for a variance from the provisions of Section 5-
738.3(B) of the Sign Code of the City of Lawrence, Kansas, 2003 that allows one
monument sign on a property with a minimum area of 1-acre and a sign area limitation of
16 square feet and sign height of no greater than 4 feet. The approved variance allows
the owner to erect a monument sign with a sign surface area of 24 square feet and a
height of 8 %4 feet.

If you have questions, please give me a call at (785) 832-3158.

Sincerely,

David R. Guntert
Planner 11

Cc: File
Barry Walthall, Codes Enforcement Manager
Frank Reeb, City Clerk
Pat Slaybaugh, Douglas County Bank
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