



City of Lawrence, Kansas
HOUSING PRACTITIONERS PANEL
June 7, 2007
	MEMBERS PRESENT:
	
	MEMBERS ABSENT:

	Bert Nash CMHC- Lynn Amyx, Matt Faulk
	
	Ballard Community Center -

	Coalition on Homeless Concerns – Hubbard Collinsworth
	
	Brookcreek Learning Center- Jessica Tuttle
Children’s Learning Center- Holly Turner

	Lenders- Joe Oberzan
	
	First Step House- Bridget Dixon

	
	
	Habitat for Humanity- Jean Lilley

	DG CO AIDS Project - Sue Lightcliff 
	
	Independence, Inc.- Kendall Simmons

	Landlords of Lawrence- Bob Ebey
Lawrence Board of Realtors- Marilyn Lynch
	
	HCCI – Robert 
Salvation Army –Vivian Baars
	

	Lawrence Community Shelter – Loring Henderson
	
	Trinity Respite Care-

	Independence, Inc. - Kelly Nightengale
	
	Tenants to Homeowners- Rebecca Buford

	SRS – Penny Schau
	
	

	Pelathe Center - Teresa Staskal
	
	

	WTCS – Sarah Terwelp
	
	

	ECKAN- Jeanette Collier
	
	

	LDCHA- Charlotte Knoche
	
	

	Project LIVELY- Sandra Kelly-Allen
	
	

	
	
	

	STAFF PRESENT:
	
	

	Neighborhood Resources Department- Lesley Rigney and Margene Swarts
	
	



Amyx called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 11, 2007 MINUTES

Ebey moved to approve the April 5, 2007 minutes.  Collinsworth seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Amyx handed out the updated resource brochure. There is no room for alcohol/drug resources – there will be an insert added.
Terwelp said WTCS has part-time and full-time positions open. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Homeless Issues – Outreach team is fully staffed and they are meeting regularly with agency staff. Decreasing duplication of services, coordinating case load lists. Loring has been handing out cards downtown stating business owners should call him if there are problems occurring downtown. Not many calls are coming in. Business owners have noticed a positive change.

Development – Still working on rental listing. H2H is on hold. Just keeping up what they are doing – not adding anything new at this time.

Housing Support Services – They met and talked about getting case workers and other providers together – they haven’t yet scheduled a meeting with service agencies. They want it to be open to all case managers, regardless of clientele. 

COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

NRAC – They are meeting tonight. Changed the way they allocate funds to neighborhoods – looked at # of rentals, low-mod, and population and allocated lump sums instead of breaking it out into different categories, imposed a 60% cap on coordinator salary, will be talking about how to measure na performance.
Amyx asked if the county could access CDBG funds. 

Swarts said they could access through the state program, which is administered by the Commerce Department.

CCH – There is a draft plan that will be presented to CC in SS on 6/20 at 4pm. The CCH will ask the CC for guidance moving forward. It covers all types of housing needed by the homeless. It is important for many people to hear the plan and to support it. Support will help the CC determine what direction they should move in. There needs to be the political will to see it through.
OTHER BUSINESS

Knoche said there have been a couple of CoC meetings. HA and SA will be renewing. Interfaith group is interested in new SHP. HA is scaling back from 10 to 6 – will be reallocating 20K. 

Amyx asked Faulk to explain his idea about a provider network.

Faulk has spoken with web developers. Creating an updated brochure takes a lot of time – if there was a single space to meet it would be easier. Developing a web based site – web site, intranet where providers can post a site of their own that would serve as a database, a billboard or message board that service providers can provide program and other updates. It would solidify the CoC. It would create an actual CoC vs. a loosely associated group of agencies. He wonders if it could be hosted by the City. It might cost a bit to make the site but once it was up and running if city was willing to host, there would be no cost. Could be a tool for communication among providers and it could be helpful to homeless.

Amyx said the brochure has service providers – doesn’t really give a contact name. The money piece we could figure out. More and more agencies and information delivery systems are becoming web based, even social security. Gives opportunity to provide more defined and in depth information. She suggested a subcommittee – networking? 
Henderson suggested just asking Faulk to explore, get a quote.

Amyx said the Homeless Issues subcommittee will take this on and listen to Matt’s info and go from there. They will meet following the meeting to establish a date.

Collier said if Ozark doesn’t utilize 20K, what is deadline for new project?

Knoche said it will have to be a new PSH project. 

Ebey asked what the city is using for homeless count and what the vacancy rate is.
Homeless count – 373. Vacancy rate – 10-12 as per census.

Collinsworth asked about HMIS status.

Henderson said some agencies were current and some weren’t. They would like to have MAAC Link come to help with generating reports. There is substantial bed coverage.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
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