
AGENDA:  TSC 2/2/15 

ITEM NO. 4: Consider request to establish NO PARKING along the north side of 6th 
Street for approximately 50 feet east of Mississippi Street. 

 
 Staff Report: 
 

1. Although parking is prohibited along the north side of 6th Street, there 
is recessed parking within the 6th Street right-of-way between Indiana 
Street and Mississippi Street. 

2. When vehicles are parked in the recessed area near Mississippi Street, 
sight distance can be obstructed, depending on the number of, and 
size of, vehicles parked there. 

3. There has been one (1) reported crash at this intersection during the 
past three (3) years involving  southbound and westbound vehicles. 

 
MINUTES:  TSC 2/2/15 
 
ITEM NO. 4: 
 
Consider request to establish NO PARKING along the north side of 6th Street for approximately 
50 feet east of Mississippi Street. 
 
Woosley reviewed the information provided in the staff report. 
 
Public Comments: 
 

Jen Unekis, 707 W. 4th Street, read a prepared statement (attached.) 
 
Jamie Howard, Manager of Bob’s Imports, 714 W. 6th Street:  I think with the traffic 
coming-out of the school, there should be a stoplight; the front is for my older clients to 
provide a short walk to the door; sometimes we get busy and can’t shuffle cars around; 
if you stop at the stop sign, you can see through the sidewalk area; when people park in 
front of Fleetwood next to me, that’s when it gets obstructed; if I could do like a time 
limit, at least 15 minute parking, I really need those three spots. 
 
David Unekis, 707 W. 4th Street:  We did record a video and posted it on YouTube that 
can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGtlThysAAA;  even when you can 
see behind parked cars, there is an alley just to the east and Indiana Street where cars 
come out and turn west; if you do see cars coming over the hill behind parked cars, you 
lose them behind the parked cars; I encourage you to take a look at the video; I think a 
15 minute zone is better than doing nothing, it would certainly prevent overnight 
parking. 
 
The video was shown on the screens in the room. 
 
Jen Unekis:  I don’t know how 15 minute parking would be regulated; if it occurs when 
school is getting-out, the view would still be limited for that traffic. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGtlThysAAA


Amber Nickel, 310 Northwood Lane:  I hope the city can work with the business and the 
school, but, it is a nasty little intersection; I’ve had near accidents there; it is really 
pretty dangerous. 

 
Commission Comments: 
 

Commissioner Devlin:  I totally agree with the idea that that is a dangerous intersection. 
 
Commissioner Harrod:  My personal opinion would be to step up to it gradually, rather 
than just erasing parking in front of Bob’s Imports; I would go with the suggestion that 
we make it a 15 or 20 minute zone. 
 
Commissioner Koprince:  I think that is a wise move at this point; I’m hesitant to just 
wipe-out the parking spots without trying something less, acknowledging that this is a 
problem intersection. 
 
Commissioner Rothrock:  I think this is a good step to balance the needs. 
 
Commissioner Boley:  I think we should give this a chance to work. 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARROD, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER BOLEY, TO 
RECOMMEND ESTABLISHING A 15 MINUTE PARKING ZONE FOR 50 FEET IN THE 
RECESSED PARKING AREA ON THE NORTH SIDE OF 6TH STREET, EAST OF 
MISSISSIPPI STREET, THE MOTION CARRIED 7-0.  
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David Woosley

Sent: Fri 1/9/2015 12:59 PM 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
I am writing you to discuss a safety concern I along with other neighbors from the Pinckney neighborhood have had for 
years regarding safe visibility turning (especially east) at the corner of sixth and Mississippi (between Pinckney School 
and Bob's Import). The owner of Bob's usually has a variety of large cars parked in front of his business along 6th St. If 
vehicles are pulling out onto sixth you basically can't see at all past the cars until the front of your car is pretty much into 
the intersection. I feel that if the two car lengths closest to the intersection were eliminated from parking in front of his 
business it would make turning east much safer. 
 
I was discussing this with a member of the Traffic Safety Commission a few months ago and he suggested talking to the 
owner first. 
 
I did talk to the owner and his reasoning was that those spots are important spaces for cars he is selling. I gave him a 
variety of options for places to park his cars. One was to park them along the side of his business instead, since visibility 
is very similar to what he has in front of his business. Eliminating the two parking spaces in front of his business closest 
to the intersection, but he didn't seem to think there were any other options he liked as well. I totally understand that 
he has limited parking but  he usually has a couple of broken down cars that have not moved in months along the side of 
his business. 
 
He did agree that visibility is limited turning East due to the cars he parks there. His suggestion was that when I come up 
to the stop sign that I should back my car up or take into account I will not be able to see, far enough back to see behind 
the cars he has parked (sometimes three deep). Then, when you see a gap between his cars or behind them to pretty 
much just go for it. Blindly pulling out into traffic. Which is weird, and scary, because this is a version of what I already do 
when I have no other options. Which I don't think is in any way safe. I told him that one of these days someone is going 
to pull out in front of a car and get killed. He once again said he needed those spaces to sell his cars and he didn't think 
there was anything he could do. 
 
A large part of my concern is that people who drop off and pick up children at Pinckney school use that intersection 
multiple times a day. Mississippi St. is actually one of the better intersections to pull out onto 6th in that area because 
the visibility looking down 6th street to the east and west is not obstructed by hills like they are at other locations east 
of the school. There is the option of going to Maine St. (where there is a light) to turn but people usually don't do that 
because it adds quite a bit of distance to the direction you are trying to go if you are wanting to go east from Pinckney 
school.  Usually people just deal with not being able to see very well and hope for the best or end up turning west and 
then immediately turning left and going through the neighborhoods on the south side of 6th. I am not suggesting that all 
parking be removed from the front of his business, just the two spots closest to the intersection. 
 
Thank you, and please feel free to call if you have any other questions.  
 
Jen Unekis 
785‐766‐1469 
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I would like to thank David Woosley for fielding my questions regarding the process.  

 

I would also like to thank all of you for reviewing my petition to remove the parking spaces 

closest to the intersection in front of Bob's Import.  

 

I have lived in the Pinckney Neighborhood for over 15 years and have a child who attended 

Pinckney School.  

 

There are a number of safety concerns.  

 

The 1st concern is visibility.  

You cannot see to safely turn because the parked cars obstruct your view. Sometimes you have 

a gap to see behind the cars if you back up far enough and position yourself just right. And 

sometimes you can see through the windows of the cars parked there.  

Your alternative is to pull out past the cross walk area to try to see past them. Putting your car 

very close to the oncoming traffic from the east.  

When you do this people behind you assume you are going to go at any moment. You risk 

getting hit from behind from someone who is trying to essentially go next. This is a frightening 

proposal because it could push you into the oncoming traffic. It also makes you feel rushed in 

your decision to go. 

 

2nd concern is the crosswalk.  

 

A. Cars driving from the east down 6th street turning onto Mississippi don't have a clear view of 

what is happening on Mississippi St. until they are turning. There are many pedestrians that use 

the sidewalk to cross Mississippi St.  

 

B. Cars oftentimes pull up past the crosswalk area in that intersection to turn onto 6th in order 

to see past the parked cars. As you are waiting for a unobstructed gap to pull out (looking east) 

sometimes pedestrians have walked into the intersection. You are so concerned about seeing 

to pull out you may not even notice them until they are in front of you. Especially joggers 

coming from the west because they are coming up so quickly.  

 

I know that Bob's Import uses those spaces for his business parking. But he doesn't seem to be 

concerned about the safety issues that the intersection has. I did talk to him personally and he 

seemed to agree that you can't see very well.  

 



I decided to bring it up to the Traffic Safety Commission when the owner of Bob's Import 

recommendation was to do what so many of us do already. Back up far enough to see behind 

the parked cars and then pull up to the stop sign, glancing at the oncoming traffic as you go for 

it.  

And, this is what people usually do. The letters I have show this too.    

 

You pull up trying to see behind the parked cars, or through the windshields of the parked cars. 

When you think you can see, you start to go. If you are trying to turn east you hope the gap is 

open and if it isn't you make a last minute decision to go west and route yourself through the 

neighborhoods south of 6th st. The other wild card is of course the turning lane. People driving 

east and wanting to turn onto Mississippi. When you are so focused on the traffic coming from 

the east you don't pay very close attention to people who are coming from the west. When 

people are in the turning lane you sometimes don't see them until you are getting ready to 

turn.  

 

This intersection has been brought up in the Pinckney community for years. Many people drive 

to Maine in order to safely turn. All because of one business wanting to have two extra and 

convenient parking spots in front of his business. Many times you see the same cars parked 

there so I am assuming it is not just for customers. Sometimes he does have cars for sale there. 

But, he doesn't have them marked very well as For Sale. The times that he has it has been a 

hand written sign in thin sharpie in one of the windows. Also, he is not a car lot. Someone who 

started his business to sell cars. It is a sideline of his business.  

 

I have considered the alternative of maybe allowing only small cars to park there. But from 

what I have been told by people who drive smaller cars their view is obstructed even when 

small cars are parked there. I drive a minivan. Sometimes I can see over the cars. But 

sometimes not. In the end I am not sure how many parking spaces is enough. Usually the cars 

that park there pull all of the way to the closest spots by the intersection so I haven't had any 

experience with what seems to be a safe amount.  

 

The other issue is that Mississippi is the safest place to pull out east of Maine St. if it had an 

obstructed view. The rise of the hills obstruct your view along sixth farther east and then when 

you get close to the stop sign on Kentucky St. the stop sign creates problems along with people 

trying to turn onto south onto Tennessee.  

 

This is a problem. One that I fear is just a mater of time before a really bad accident happens at 

6th and Mississippi St.  Especially since Pinckney School is at that intersection. 
































