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Bobbie Walthall

To: Scott McCullough
Subject: RE: Accessory Dwelling Units

 

From: no kona [mailto:hillberger32@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 06, 2013 11:09 AM 
To: mdever@sunflower.com; mikeamyx515@hotmail.com; voteyourselfafarmer@gmail.com; riordan346@gmail.com; 
schummfoods@gmail.com 
Cc: Scott McCullough; Kirk and Jeannie; pminkin@juno.com; mary@mcarsonlaw.com; slopes1@aol.com 
Subject: Accessory Dwelling Units 
 
City Commissioners, 
 
I am writing to ask you to approve the Planning Commission's denial of the proposed change to RS5 zoning district 
regarding accessory dwellings.   
 
I represent the common man/women.  When we buy a home our real estate discussions are about the simple single 
family or multifamily neighborhoods.  I live in Old West Lawrence (OWL) which is zoned single family, and to me 
the common women, this means one family.  RS5 is the smallest existing single family zone and the only existing 
RS zone that does not allow Accessory dwelling units.   
 
There is a path in OWL for separate units for home offices, family members such as mother-in-laws and adult 
children, etc.  We have multiple examples built recently for these purposes. 
 
To allow an Accessory Dwelling Unit for a non-family member means there is a second unit.  When there is a 
second unit, to me the common women, then this is not single family zoning, it is zoning for 
duplexes/multifamily.  To allow multiple units means there is no more existing single family zoning through out 
Lawrence.   
 
Single family zoning is critical to Lawrence.  It communicates an expectation of One Family.  Complicating the 
concept or fundamentally changing the key zoning expectation will scare away those you hope to attract to live in 
our city or who already live here.  It would be a shame if Lawrence has not one existing true single family 
zone.  Keep single family zoning as single family.   
 
My request is that you approve the Planning Commission's denial of the proposed change to RS5 zoning districts 
regarding accessory dwellings.   
 
Tresa HIll 
705 Tennessee 
842-9938 
 
CC:  Scott McCullough 
        OWLA Officers 
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Bobbie Walthall

From: Laura Routh <lauridi@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 07, 2013 7:31 PM
To: mike dever; mikeamyx515@hotmail.com; bob schumm; jfarmer83@gmail.com; riordan346

@gmail.com; David L. Corliss; Bobbie Walthall
Cc: candy davis; dan dannenberg; steve braswell
Subject: Correspondence from LAN regarding Accessory Dwelling Units

Date:   August 7, 2013 

  

To:      Mayor Michael Dever and City Commissioners Amyx, Farmer, Riordan, and Schumm 

  

Cc:      David Corliss; Bobbie Walthall 

  

From:  Laura Routh, Chair, Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods (LAN)  

  

RE:     Proposed Text Amendment regarding Accessory Dwelling Units in RS5 zoned districts within 
the City of Lawrence 

  

 

At its August 2013 meeting, the Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods (LAN) voted, unanimously, 
to communicate to you our support for the Planning Commission’s denial of the proposed text 
amendment to allow accessory dwelling units  (ADUs) within RS 5 zoning districts.  

  

LAN believes that allowing ADUs in RS 5 districts (which would include Old West Lawrence, 
Pinckney, and North Lawrence neighborhoods) will damage the value of single family zoned 
properties.  

 

As we understand it, RS 5 is the last remaining zoning district without ADUs.  

 

LAN believes that the current zoning status, without ADUs, should be maintained for the preservation 
of RS 5 neighborhoods.  
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We ask you to uphold the planning commission’s vote on this matter, and reject the text 
amendment proposed.  

 

We respectfully request that you include this correspondence in the packet for next week's August 13, 
2013 City Commission meeting.  

 

We appreciate your consideration of our comments. Thank you for your continued service to the 
citizens of Lawrence. 

  

Sincerely,  

  

 

Laura Routh 

Chair, Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods 

979-3918 

 

 



 
 

 Old West Lawrence Association 
 Kirk McClure, President  
 mcclurefamily@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
 
April 18, 2013 
 
 
 
Mayor Michael Dever   mdever@sunflower.com 
Vice Mayor Mike Amyx   mikeamyx515@hotmail.com 
Commissioner Jeremy Farmer   voteyourselfafarmer@gmail.com 
Commissioner Terry Riordan  riordan346@gmail.com 
Commissioner Bob Schumm  schummfoods@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Re: Agenda for City Commission Meeting August 13, 2013 

Consider Text Amendments to the City of Lawrence Development Code 
Permitting Accessory Dwelling Units in RS5 Zones 
Planning Commission Recommends Denial 

 
Commissioners, 
 
The City Commission is considering whether it should amend the Development Code permitting 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) in RS5 zones.  The Old West Lawrence Association recommends that 
the City Commission affirm the Planning Commission’s recommendation that the amendment be 
denied. 
 
Potential for Abuse 
 
Old West Lawrence is among the most densely developed single-family zones in the City.  It is largely 
zoned RS5.  Duplexes are not permitted in RS5 zones.  The Old West Lawrence Association has 
consistently supported the preservation of our neighborhood as a single-family district. 
 
The proposed amendment offers too many opportunities for abuse.  A developer could purchase a 
single-family home with no intention of becoming an owner-occupant.  The developer could split the 
unit into two apartments, making a tenant a temporary part of the ownership entity so as to meet the 
letter, but not the intent, of the proposed amendment.  In effect, the ADU amendment becomes a 
mechanism to convert single-family homes into rental duplexes hurting the single-family character of 
the neighborhood. 
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Recommendation 
 
The Old West Lawrence Association recommends that the City Commission uphold the decision of the 
Planning Commission that the amendment be denied. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
 
Kirk McClure, President 
Old West Lawrence Association 
 















 
 

 Old West Lawrence Association 
 Kirk McClure, President  
 mcclurefamily@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
 
June 23, 2013 
 

Amalia Graham 

amalia.graham@gmail.com 

 

Stan Rasmussen  

montanastan62@gmail.com 

 

Jon Josserand  

jonjosserand@gmail.com 

 

Lara Adams Burger 

laraplancomm@sunflower.com 

 

Bryan Culver (Vice-Chair)  

bculver@bankingunusual.com 

 

Jim Denney 

denney1@sunflower.com  

 

Pennie von Achen 

squampva@aol.com  

 

Clay Britton 

clay.britton@yahoo.com 

 

Chad Lamer 

chadlamer@gmail.com 

 

Bruce Liese (Chair) 

bruce@kansascitysailing.com 

Re: TA-13-00106: Consider a Text Amendment to the City of Lawrence Land Development Code, 
Chapter 20, Articles 4 and 5, to permit the Accessory Dwelling Unit use as an accessory use in  
the RS5 (Single-Dwelling Residential) District.  

 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission 
 
The proposed text amendment is generally supported by the Old West Lawrence Association (OWLA).  
Under many circumstances, accessory units can be beneficial to the neighborhood. 
 
“Staff has had 15 Accessory Dwelling Units registered since the code adoption in 2006 and has had many 
conversations with property owners regarding the opportunity for the use on various properties, in 
various residential zoning districts including the RS5 District. With this interest and a change in economic 
conditions over the past few years, staff feels that this is text amendment does address a changing 
condition. There have been more situations where people are looking to downsize, have had economic 
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hardships and need to rely on family or property owners are looking to maximize their property 
investments while staying in their existing home. “ 
 
Old West Lawrence is mostly zoned RS5.  Thus, the neighborhood has a deep interest in seeing that a 
change of this type be well implemented. 
 
The proposed amendment also states: 
 
“It is an opportunity to offer housing to address changing family needs, whether it is for family members 
or additional income while continuing to reside on the property. The standards require the owner to live 
in one of the units which can address property maintenance issues and concerns that occur with some 
rental properties.” 
 
OWLA is concerned with possible abuse of this provision.  OWLA does not want to see its single-family 
character diminished incrementally.  There is concern that single-family homes could be broken up into 
multi-unit rental properties through misuse of this provision, calling one unit the primary residence and 
the second unit an “accessory unit.”  This could be done by creation of partnerships designating the 
occupant of the primary units as a partner in the ownership, thus meeting the requirement of owner-
occupancy even though in all other respects, the resident of the primary unit is a renter.  Similar 
problems could arise if there is corporate ownership.  Other mechanisms could be used to circumvent 
the intention but adhere to the letter of the law. 
 
OWLA asks for more stringent language to prevent abuse and to ensure that an owner-occupant, not a 
surrogate for an owner, lives in one of the units. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
 
 
Kirk McClure, President 
Old West Lawrence Association 
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