Memorandun

To:  Mayor and City Commission
Date: August 12, 2002 '
Re:  Burlington Northern Santa Fe Deport Facility Evaluation/Transit Center Concept

As you may recall, the City received a small grant ($2,500) from the Great American Station
Foundation to begin the process of evaluating the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF)
building at 7" Street and New York for the purpose of using it as a transit center. BNSF
owns the building and Amtrak provides passenger service from this site. BNSF employees
also have offices in the building.

As part of the process staff contacted Bill Carswell and, working with one of his architectural
students, have received a building condition evaluation. We have also met with Amtrak
officials on site and as a result, some exterior improvements have been completed. The
building condition report is attached.

PTAC continues to discuss the concept of using this facility as a transit center. No
recommendation has come from the committee to proceed in that direction although it is
expected to have this issue on its September agenda.

This report will be sent to Amtrak and BNSF officials. They should have an interest in
keeping the building in better condition than it is presently. BNSF officials continue to be
reluctant to proceed much further towards the use of the fadility as a transit center.

Respectfully,

4

iy

Mike Wildgen
City Manager

F:\bwalthall\My Documents\Mike - 2002\BNSF Depot Fadility Evaluation.doc
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